
Rainwater 
management in 
Flanders ς 
preparing for the future 

 
04/10/2017 

Bram Vogels 



Content 

 
Evolution legislation 

 
 
Impact rainwater management 
 

 
 



Content 

 
Evolution legislation 

 
 
Impact rainwater management 
 

 
 



Evolution legislation 

 
 

 

Separate sewer system 
& Reuse 

Reuse and infiltration 

E
vo

lu
tio

n fo
c
u

s 

Storage with limited 
discharge 

1996 - 2004 

2004 - 2012 

2012 - Χ 



Evolution legislation 

 
 

 
 

Reuse 

Infiltration 

Limited 
discharge 

Current principles 
5 m³ + functional reuse 

250 m³/ha 
4% infiltration surface 

250 m³/ha 
20 l/s/ha 



Evolution legislation 

 
Public terrain ς code of good practice 
 
Private terrain ς regional ordinance 
 
Č Principles are the same 

Water assesment: legally binding check in 
every permit. No negative impact on the 
water system allowed! 



Evolution legislation 

Basic legislation is important to implement 
fundamental principles 

 
Architects in Flanders 

93 % positive about reuse  
(0,40 % negative) 

 
59 % positive about infiltration 
(15% negative) 
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Peak flows 
Discharge of 
sewer systems  

Climate 
change 

Increasing 
pavement 



Impact rainwater management 

Model area 
 

 
 

Benedenvliet  

- Discharge area 4467 ha 

- Percentage concrete 18% 

- Strong interaction river - sewer 

 

Edegemsebeek  

- Discharge area 463 ha 

- Percentage concrete 35% 

- Strong interaction river - sewer 

 

Mandoersebeek  

- Discharge area 905 ha 

- Percentage concrete 5% 

- Weak interaction river - sewer 

 

 


