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Water sensitive design



Water & urban design



Don’t accept solutions that only work

Search for solutions that both work and
add value.

For solutions that make the site much
more interesting to work, to live, to stay
and add ecological resiliency.  



C L I M A T E  A D A P T A T I O N
I N   T H E   C I T Y



More regular heavy rains



Urban Heat Islands

FEITEN EN CIJFERS GEMEENTE DEN HAAG???



Temperature differences within the city up to 8 
degrees Celcius, that can make just the difference
between a nice 23 or a scarey 31 degrees.
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Negative influence on well being, concentration, productivity.



More places were citizens can find coolness are needed



Two issues are leading: 

• Enlarge water storage 
• Prevent heat-stress



Rainwater never comes in 
the amount you wish, 
it is far too much or far 
too little



The price of fresh water is 
not in proportion to its
value.

Fresh water is just too
valuable to throw away



Be careful with water

Retain & store, 

drain only when no 
other options are left





Developing a new city area 8 meters 
below sea level requires SMART WATER 
DESIGN

4 solutions:
• Elevated housing area’s
• Lots of surfacewater, water as main public 

space
• Introduction of urban floodplains
• An ecological zone that can recieve a 

temorary surplus of rainwater





Living spheres

canals
gardens

fortress

ditches

waterliving







Stedelijke uiterwaarden



Stedelijke uiterwaarden









Design; Urbanisten



Oplossingen die werken en waarde toevoegen















Waterstorage in the underground





















You need the courage to
think big, 

but also the guts to
act small



Dare to think out 
of the box 

To discover new perspectives




