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LIFE consists of four sub programs

Nature and Biodiversity (NB)

Circular economy and

quality of life (CE)

Climate mitigation and adaptation 
(CLI)

Transition towards clean energy 
technology (CET)

Four subprograms



Sub-programme Nature and Biodiversity

Nature and 

Biodiversity
Halting and reversing

biodiversity loss.

Supporting Natura 2000 

network and Prioritised

Action Frameworks.

Mainstreaming nature 

and biodiversity

objectives into other 

policies and financing

programmes.

Contribution to:

Typical actions

Projects supporting nature 

conservation and restoration in 

the Natura 2000 network.

Species protection. 

Invasive Alien Species

Ecosystem restoration and

much more …

Integrated implementation of 

Biodiversity Strategy

Financing of small-scale grants, 

particularly in Overseas 

Countries and Territories and 

Outermost Regions



1st order priority topics:

• Space for Nature

- improve habitats with unfavourable (or declining) status

- E.g.:

> Restoring (semi) natural habitats (within/outside existing PA’s)

> Creating additional protected areas

> Green infrastructure

> New site management approaches 

• Safeguarding our species

- Target species w. high risk of extinction (EU / IUCN red lists)

> From hard infrastructural work to raising awareness

Nature and 
Biodiversity



2nd order prio topics

• EU Birds and Habitats Directive
- Natura 2000, PAFs

- Reducing mortality/ stakeholder conflicts, improving co-existance

• Invasive Alien Species Regulation

• EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030
- More protected areas

- restoration of C-rich ecosystems (forest, sea, peat)

- improve health and resilience of managed forests

- recovery of number of pollinators

- Nature-inclusive agriculture

- greening of cities

• Enforcement + access to justice

Nature and 
Biodiversity



Example project

• Broad cooperation between NL, GE, BE partners, 
coordinated by Waterboard Rivierenland

• Management & monitoring of invasive species

• Result: improved conditions in Natura 2000 areas 
and reduced damage to dykes

• Total Budget: € 3 mln, €1,7 mln of which from 
LIFE



Sub-programme Climate Mitigation and 
Adaptation

Climate Change 

Mitigation and 

Adaptation

Contribution to:

The transformation of 

the European Union into

a climate-neutral and -

resilient society, 

especially through:

Climate Change Mitigation

Climate Change 

Adaptation & Related

Governance

On climate mitigation, projects

that contribute significantly to the 

implementation of:

• the 2030 energy and climate

policy

• the EU Member States’ National 

Energy and Climate Plans

• European Union's mid-century 

and long-term climate and energy

strategy

On climate adaptation:

• projects that support the  

implementation of the new  EU 

adaptation strategy and  related

national implementation



Climate Mitigation
□ Contributions toward climate neutral

economy by 2050
□ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

□ Recovery of ozone depleting substances in foams

□ Reduce HFCs (F-gases) 

□ Support the shift to zero emission mobility
on the road, especially urban mobility plans

□ Decarbonise non-road transport

□ Improvements on the ETS-system

□ Increased production of biogas from waste 
and residues. 

□ Land and sea management that affect 
greenhouse gas emissions

□ … and more …



□ Make adaptation smarter – more systemic – and faster

□ Adaptation of policy development

□ Adaptation modelling

□ Adaptation monitoring and evaluating

□ Nature based solutions in land, forest, coastal and marine areas

□ Adapting cities and regions to climate change

□ Climate proofing of infrastructure and buildings 

□ Adaptation solutions for farmers and nature managers

□ Water management (floods, droughts)

□ Prepare for extreme weather events 

□ Develop new financial instruments

Climate Adaptation



Climate project 2020

Municipality of the city of Groningen

Climate adaptation in the inner city: 

“COOL SQUARE”

€ 1 million subsidy on € 1.9 million project cost. 

Climate Change Adaptation issues in a dense urban area 

with limited space

• climate adaptive, multifunctional square, sponge city, 

• counteract heat island effect

Example climate 
adaptation





Sub-programme Circular Economy and 
Quality of life

Circular Economy 

and Quality of Life
circular economy, 

noise, air, chemicals, green 

and circular economy, 

industrial accidents, marine 

and coastal management, 

noise, soil, waste, water, and 

the urban environment.

Contribution in

the areas of:

Typical actions

Support to public authorities and other

stakeholders to implement EU environment

legislation.

Support to technologies and solutions that

are ready to be implemented in close-to-

market conditions, at industrial or 

commercial scale, during the project

duration.

Integrated projects beyond air, water, waste

to other areas such as circular economy. 

Promote upscale and access to finance.



Topics CE & QoL

Priority topics (details in call text):

1.CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND WASTE

2.SOIL

3.AIR

4.NOISE

5.WATER 

6.CHEMICALS

7.NEW EUROPEAN BAUHAUS 

8.ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE



Usage for  
insulation 
of houses 
(~50 years)

Production
(4-6 weeks)

Recovery with 
PolyStyreneLoop

Polystyrene 
and bromine     

recyclate

Closing the loop

PolyStyreneloop

www.polystyreneloop.eu

› Total budget: 8.4 mln

› LIFE funding: 2.7 mln

Project example

http://www.polystyreneloop.eu/


The sub-programme Clean 
Energy Transition 
predecessors: Intelligent Energy Europe continued under H2020- SC3- market uptake 

Clean Energy 

Transition

Building policy

and regulatory

framework

Engaging and

empowering

consumers

Rolling-out

technology,

services

and 

business

models

Attracting

private

finance

Mobilising local

and regional

investments

Contribution to: 

creating market & 

regulatory enabling

conditions in the 

EU territories for 

the energy

transition 

CET: Clean Energy 
Transition





LIFE- CET, Clean Energy Transition 

□ Non technical projects that bring the energy transition 

closer to reality.

□ The descriptions in the call text are top down. Which

means that the projects have to fit the requirements.

□ 18 calls in 5 areas of interest.

□ For most calls, but not for all, international

collaboration between at least 3 EU countries is a 

prerequisite. 

□ Costs are mainly personell cost. Max 95% subsidy. 

Project cost usually between € 1 en 2 million.

□ Typical project duration from 1,5 to 3 years.  

Some details CET



LIFE data hub

LIFE programme 2014-2020 data hub (easme-wehttps://life.easme-web.eu/b.eu)

https://life.easme-web.eu/


LIFE call 2022

Open: 17 May 2022

Deadline full proposal: 4 Oktober 2022

Deadline CET proposals: 16 November 2022

Start subsidised projects: July 2023

Generally: 60% subsidy

Nature also 67 and 75%

CET: 95%



Recommendations

• Start early….start now!

• Read the relevant information

• Limit your objectives and build a credible intervention logic

• Build a relevant consortium

• Link the budget to activities – check value for money

• Follow the templates and instructions carefully

• Submit on time 



Advice:

- Check the fit of your project in LIFE 
after publication of call!

> your NCP can help you! <

( https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-european-
countries_en )

LIFE

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-european-countries_en


Dutch and Flemish
NCP’s for LIFE

Nature & Biodiversity:

Astrid Hamer    

Rogier Vogelij

Climate:
Astrid Hamer    
Teun Bolder      
John Heynen   

CE and Quality of Life:
John Heynen
Teun Bolder

Clean Energy Transition:
Teun Bolder      
Simon de Wachter (B)

Team management: 
Joyce Emid

Netherlands:   life@rvo.nl

Flanders: veka.eufinanciering@vlaanderen.be

www.rvo.nl/life

mailto:life@rvo.nl
mailto:veka.eufinanciering@vlaanderen.be
http://www.rvo.nl/life


24

THE KEY TO SUCCESS:
Ask the EC to fund your project

Help the EU to solve its problems! 

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en



Thank You! 

30 years of bringing green ideas to LIFE

your logo

WEBSITE

@TWITTER

@FACEBOOK

@INSTAGRA
M

YOUTUBE

LINKEDIN

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en


