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‘social innovation’ means an 

activity, that is social both as to its 

ends and its means and in particular 

an activity which…

Social innovation in the ESF+ Regulation

3)…benefitting 
society and 

boosting its 
capacity 

to act

1) implements 
new ideas that 

meet social 
needs and …

2) …renews 
social 

relations 

(ESF+ regulation, article 2 (8))



ESF+: an  enhanced support for social innovation

Transnational piloting projects 

for scaling-up

Mainstreaming:

replication – reforms

Phase of creating new ideas/solutions:

social innovation projects

ESF+ 

for social 

innovation in the

Member States

ESF+ EaSI for social 

experimentation

projects at EU-level

Transnational cooperation

at EU-level: ”ESF Social Innovation +”: 

focus on scaling-up

ESF+ for social innovation

in the Member States

EaSI 

National 

Contact 

Points 

in the MS

Funding & 

tenders portal, 

calls, partner 

search

European Competence Centre for Social Innovation - ESFA:

knowledge | capacity building | networks | learning
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National Competence Centres for Social Innovation

(ESF/EaSI)

Social innovation Match (SIM): database for partner search and inspiration
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